
1 

 

AP Research Summer Assignment 2018-2019 

 

Congratulations on accepting the challenge of the AP Research course! Your number one mission for 

the summer is to identify and become immersed in your area of inquiry. Your deep reading and 

thinking over the summer will give you the momentum necessary to succeed from the first day of the 

course in August.  

 

Your summer assignment consists of three tasks that culminate in one final product.  

Task 1: Become a content expert in your area of inquiry 

Task 2: Engage with your content by participating in an event or visiting a place that is relevant to your 

area of inquiry 

Task 3: Meet with / Interview someone who is connected to your topic 

 

Task 1: Become a content expert in your area of inquiry 

Find and read the following types of sources for your area of inquiry. For each source, annotate and take 

notes as you did in our final unit of the school year. This practice will prepare you to incorporate the 

source into your exploratory essay. 

• Read 1 full-length book to build context and background knowledge on your topic 

• Read 5 media articles. Each article should explore a different perspective, lens, or stakeholder 

point of view on your topic 

o Remember, you are seeking to get a broad understanding of all the relevant points of 

view on your topic. In other words, choose sources that reflect different ways of seeing 

your topic in order to broaden your understanding  

• Read 2 academic sources – These sources should address your topic as directly as possible. 

These sources should help you to determine what gaps exist in the research for your topic that 

you might fill with your senior project 

 

Task 2: Engage with your content by participating in an event or visiting a place that is relevant to your 

area of inquiry.  

Your experience will be included in your exploratory essay. Here is an illustrative example. Let’s say that 

your area of inquiry was gentrification in Brooklyn. You might do one of the following: 

• Attend a community event. The Brooklyn Anti-gentrification Network is sponsoring an event to 

raise awareness about the effects of gentrification. 

• Visit a museum exhibit.  The Brooklyn Historical Society puts on an exhibit of the changing 

architectural landscape of Brooklyn over the past 50 years.  

• Based upon your research, visit a neighborhood that is currently experiencing gentrification. 

Take field notes about what you notice. What are the signs and signals of gentrification?  

• Many other possibilities! Just a few ideas are listed here to help you begin to imagine how you 

might engage with your community around your topic.  
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Task 3: Meet with / Interview someone who is connected to your topic 

One of the goals of AP Research is to find an expert advisor, someone who is an expert in the content 

you are studying to help you navigate your research project next year. You might seek to interview a 

potential advisor. This is one option for engaging with someone around your topic but not the only 

option. Sticking with our previous example of gentrification in Brooklyn, you might 

• Interview one of the organizers of the Brooklyn Anti-Gentrification Network. (example of an 

activist working directly on the problem) 

• Interview a professor of urban planning or sociology on the topic of gentrification 

• Interview someone from the Brooklyn Historical Society about how Brooklyn’s neighborhoods 

have changed over time 

• Interview a longtime resident of Brooklyn (perhaps a family member) who can describe his or 

her experiences of how Brooklyn has changed over time 

• Many other possibilities! 

 

The Exploratory Essay – The Product (Your Assignment) 

The exploratory essay, described in detail below, will be the culmination of your study of your subject 

matter.  

Prompt: Write an exploratory essay in which you narrate in first-person, chronological order the 

evolution through time of your thinking about an issue or a problem. Rather than state a thesis or claim, 

begin with a question or problem. Then describe your inquiry process as you work your way through 

sources of different views. When you cite sources be sure to use attributive tags so that the reader can 

distinguish between your own ideas and those of the sources you have summarized. Use MLA 

documentation for citing ideas and sources and for creating a Works Cited page. 

Additional Guidance 

A formal exploratory essay tells the story of an intellectual journey. It is both a way of promoting 

dialectical thinking [bringing texts into conversation] and a way of narrating one’s struggle to negotiate 

multiple views. The keys to writing successful exploratory essays are: 

1. Choosing an issue to explore on which you don’t yet have an answer or position (or on which 

you are open to changing your mind); 

2. Wrestling with an issue or problem by resisting quick, simple answers and by exploring 

diverse perspectives;  

3. Letting your thinking evolve and your own stance on the issue grow out of this exploration.  

 

What an exploratory essay is not.  

• An exploratory essay is not an annotated bibliography. It is not merely a collection of sources 

briefly summarized and noted for possible use in an essay at a later date. Rather, the 

exploratory essay is first-person account of the intellectual journey the student has taken by 

studying her issue thoughtfully over time.  

• An exploratory essay is not an argumentative essay. You will not be writing a thesis statement 

and seeking to defend it. You can think of an exploratory essay as something that will help you 

develop your thesis in August and September.  



3 

 

Specific Requirements for the Exploratory Essay 

• Follow the organization Plan listed below (pg. 4 of this document) 

• You will have 10 body sections 

o 1 book (Task 1) 

o 5 media sources (Task 1) 

o 2 academic sources (Task 1) 

o 1 experiential learning opportunity (Task 2) 

o 1 interview (Task 3) 

• For each section 

o Summarize the source’s argument 

o Incorporate both believing and doubting points 

o Describe how the source or experience has contributed to your learning and to your 

understanding 

o Link the source to the previous sources you have included in your essay by answering 

some of the following dialectical questions: 

1. What would writer A say to writer B? 

2. After I read writer A, I thought __________; however, after I read writer B, my 

thinking on this issue has changed in these ways: __________.  

3. To what extent do writer A and writer B disagree about facts and interpretations 

of facts?  

4. To what extent do writer A and writer B disagree about underlying beliefs, 

assumptions, and values?  

5. Can I find areas of agreement, including shared values and beliefs, between 

writer A and writer B? 

6. What new, significant questions do these texts raise for me? 

7. After I have wrestled with the ideas in these two texts, what are my current 

views on this issue?  

o Include Task 2 and Task 3 chronologically into your paper 

• Your essay must be typed and follow the guidelines of MLA 

• Use MLA for in-text citations and to create a Works Cited page 

 

Due Date: Your exploratory essay is due on Friday, August 17th. 

 

The following pages of this handout include the organizational structure of the essay and a full 

exemplar of an exploratory essay with annotations to show you how the essay was put together.  

• Pg. 4 – Organizational Structure of the Essay 

• Pgs. 5 – 11 – Exemplar Essay 
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

Note: You will have a minimum of 10 body sections in your final essay due August 17th.  
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EXEMPLAR 
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